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Coast Guard, DHS § 12.02–4

§ 12.01–9 Paperwork approval. 
(a) This section lists the control 

numbers assigned by the Office of Man-
agement and Budget under the Paper-
work Reduction Act of 1980 (Pub. L. 96–
511) for the reporting and record keep-
ing requirements in this part. 

(b) The following control numbers 
have been assigned to the sections indi-
cated: 

(1) OMB 2115–0624—46 CFR 12.02–17 
and 12.03–1. 

(2) [Reserved] 

[CGD 95–062, 62 FR 34535, June 26, 1997]

Subpart 12.02—General 
Requirements for Certification

§ 12.02–3 Where documents are issued. 
(a) Certificates of identification, cer-

tificates of service, certificates of effi-
ciency, and continuous discharge books 
are issued to applicants qualifying 
therefor at any Marine Inspection Of-
fice of the Coast Guard during usual 
business hours. 

(b)(1) Coast Guard Merchant Marine 
Details abroad are authorized to con-
duct examinations for upgrading of 
seamen, but are not prepared to con-
duct the physical examination where 
required. Merchant Marine Details will 
therefore not issue regular certificates, 
but temporary permits in lieu thereof. 
Merchant Marine Details will instruct 
the recipient of each temporary permit 
to present it to the Officer in Charge, 
Marine Inspection, upon arrival in the 
first port in the United States in which 
a Marine Inspection Office is located in 
order to exchange it for a permanent 
certificate. 

(2) The temporary permit shall be ac-
cepted in a Marine Inspection Office as 
proof that the bearer has complied 
with the rules and regulations gov-
erning the issuance of certificates, ex-
cept as noted in the body of the tem-
porary permit. The requirements noted 
in the exceptions will be complied with 
as in the case of other applicants. 

(3) The written examinations are for-
warded to the Commanding Officer, Na-
tional Maritime Center by Merchant 
Marine Details, and any Marine Inspec-
tion Office at which an applicant with 
a temporary permit appears may re-
quest and obtain the examination in 

the case from the Commanding Officer, 
National Maritime Center. Any Marine 
Inspection Office which doubts the pro-
priety of issuing a permanent certifi-
cate in lieu of a temporary permit 
which has been issued by a foreign Mer-
chant Marine Detail shall inform the 
Commanding Officer, National Mari-
time Center fully as to the cir-
cumstances. 

[CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 16640, Dec. 30, 1965, as 
amended by CGD 95–072, 60 FR 50460, Sept. 29, 
1995; USCG–1998–4442, 63 FR 52189, Sept. 30, 
1998]

§ 12.02–4 Basis for denial of docu-
ments. 

(a) No person who has been convicted 
by a court of record of a violation of 
the dangerous drug laws of the United 
States, the District of Columbia, or 
any State or territory of the United 
States is eligible for an original mer-
chant mariner’s document, except as 
provided by the provisions of paragraph 
(c) of this section. No person who has 
ever been the user of, or addicted to 
the use of, a dangerous drug, or has 
ever been convicted of an offense de-
scribed in section 205 of the National 
Driver Register Act of 1982 (49 U.S.C. 
30304) due to the addiction or abuse of 
alcohol is eligible for a merchant mari-
ner’s document unless he or she fur-
nishes satisfactory evidence of suit-
ability for service in the merchant ma-
rine as provided in paragraph (e) of this 
section. 

(b) An applicant who fails a chemical 
test for dangerous drugs required by 
§ 12.02–9 will not be issued a merchant 
mariner’s document. 

(c) Criminal Record Review. The Offi-
cer in Charge, Marine Inspection, may 
require a criminal record check of an 
applicant for a merchant mariner’s 
document issued as an original or re-
issued with a new expiration date. An 
applicant conducting simultaneous 
merchant mariner’s credential trans-
actions shall undergo only one crimi-
nal record check. Applicants must pro-
vide written disclosure of all prior con-
victions at the time of application. 

(1) If a criminal record check is re-
quired by the Officer in Charge, Marine 
Inspection, applicants shall provide 
fingerprints at the time of application. 
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